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Glossary and Abbreviations
Abbreviations
AADT

Annual Average Daily Traffic

AAIs

Areas of Archaeological Importance

ABI

Annual Business Inquiry

AGSV

Area of Great Scientific Value

ALSF

Aggregates Levy Sustainable Fund

AOD

Above Ordnance Datum

AQAP

Air Quality Action Plan

AQMA

Air Quality Management Area

ASHE

Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings

BAP

Biodiversity Action Plan

BPM

Best Practicable Means

BRE

Building Research Establishment

C &D

Construction and Demolition Waste

C &I

Construction and Industrial Waste

CC

Coast and Countryside

CCC

Cornwall County Council

CD

Chart Datum

CEMP

Construction Environment Management Plan
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CfSH

Code for Sustainable Homes

CHP

Combined Heat Power

CLEA

Contaminated Land Exposure Assessment

CO

Carbon Monoxide

CPA

Coastal Protection Act

CSBT

Cornwall Sustainable Building Trust

CSEP

Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership

CSO

Combined Storm Overflow

DCLG

The Department for Communities and Local Government

DEFRA

Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

DfES

Department for Education and Skills

DFES

Department for Education & Skills

DMRB

Design Manuals for Roads and Bridges

DTI

Department of Trade and Industry

EA

Environment Agency

EALs

Environmental Assessment Levels

EC

European Commission

EH

English Heritage

EMP

Environmental Management Plan

EP

English Partnerships

EPBD

European Union Energy Performance Device
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EQS

Environmental Quality Standards

ERDF

European Regional Development Fund

ES

Environmental Statement

ESF

European Social Fund

EU

European Union

EWC

European Waste Catalogue Code

FEPA

Food and Environment Protection Act

FRA

Flood Risk Assessment

FTE

Full time equivalent (usually in reference to jobs)

GD

General Development

GVA

Gross Value Added

HERS

Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme

HGVs

Heavy Good Vehicles

HW

Hot Water

IEA

International Energy Agency

IEMA

Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment

ILM

Intermediate Labour Market Schemes

kWh

Kilowatt hour

LAQM

Local Air Quality Management

LDF

Local Development Framework

LEA

Local Education Authority

LiDAR

Light Detection and Ranging

MCTI

Market & Coastal Towns Initiative

MRF

Materials Recovery Facility

MRS

Materials Recovery Station
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MSW

Municipal Solid Waste

MWh

Megawatt hour

NAQIA

National Air Quality Information Archive

NEC

Noise Exposure Categories

NES

National Earnings Survey

NO

Nitrogen Dioxide

2

OD

Ordnance Datum

ODN

Ordnance Datum Newlyn (the mean sea-level height datum in the UK)

ODPM

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister

OECD

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

ONS

Office of National Statistics

PAH

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons

PCT

Primary Care Trust

PDC

Penwith District Council

PM

Particulate Matter

PPE

Personal Protective Equipment

PPG

Planning Policy Guidance

PPG

Pollution Prevention Guidelines

Ppm

Parts per million

PPS

Planning Policy Statement

PPS25

Planning Policy Statement 25 – Development and Flood Risk

RE

River Ecosystem

RES

Regional Economic Strategy

RPG

Regional Planning Guidance
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RQO

River Quality Objective

RQOs

River Quality Objectives

RSPB

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

RSS

Regional Spatial Strategy

SAC

Special Area of Conservation

SACFOR

A scale of abundance (Superabundant, Abundant, Common, Frequent, Occasional, Rare)

SAP

Standard Assessment Procedure

SEL

Single Event Level

SFRA

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

SM

Scheduled Monuments

SMA

Sensitive Marine Area. SMA designation is applied by Natural England to sites which are
nationally important and notable for their animal and plant communities or which provide
ecological support to adjacent statutory sites

SNCI

Site of Nature Conservation Interest

SPA

Special Protection Area

SPG

Supplementary Planning Guidance

SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest. An SSSI is of national importance for nature conservation and
is designated under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

SUDS

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems

SWMP

Site Waste Management Strategy

THI

Townscape Heritage Initiative

TTWA

Travel to Work Area

UNESCO

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
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WFD

Water Framework Directive

WRA

Water Resources Act

Glossary
Additionality

The extent to which something happens as a result of an intervention that
would not have occurred in the absence of the intervention

Algae

A group of organisms that include seaweeds

Alluvium

Soil or sediments deposited by a river or other running water. Alluvium is
typically made up of a variety of materials, including fine particles of silt and
clay and larger particles of sand and gravel

Amphipods

A group of small, swimming crustaceans. Includes sand-hoppers

Analysis (landscape)

The process of breaking the landscape down into its component parts to
understand how it is made up

Areas of Archaeological

Areas designated under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act

Importance

1979

Assessment (landscape)

An umbrella term for description, classification and analysis of landscape

Background
Benthic

Living on or in the sediment

Benthic fauna

Animals that live in close relationship to the bed of a body of water

Benthos

Flora and fauna living on or in the sediment

Biodiversity

The variety of life present. Biodiversity encompasses genetic, species and
ecosystem diversity

Biomass

Organic materials, such as wood by-products and agricultural wastes, that can
be burned to produce energy or converted into a gas and used for fuel
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Biotope

Biotopes are habitats and their associated biological communities. Those
present at Penpol and parts of Carnsew Pool were classified according to the
marine biotope scheme used by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee
(Connor et al, 2004)

Bryophytes

Mosses, liverworts and hornworts

Classification

A process of sorting the landscape into different types using selected criteria
but without attaching relative values to the different kinds of landscape

Cold/Thermal bridging

An element of the building’s construction that allows significantly higher heat
loss than the surrounding area.

Combined Heat and

A system which uses waste heat from power generation, typically to heat other

Power

buildings nearby.

Commercial waste

Waste originating from businesses which are used mainly for trade, business,
sport, recreation or entertainment which include stores, offices buildings,
restaurants and shopping centres

Comparison Goods

Durable goods such as clothing, household goods, furniture, DIY & electrical
goods

Composting
Composting rate

The controlled breakdown of biodegradable material in the presence of air
The percentage of separated organic material collected for composting that
would otherwise be destined for disposal

Conservation Area

The local planning authority may designate a section of land or buildings with
special architectural or historic interest as a conservation area

Construction waste

Waste from the construction, repair and maintenance of buildings which
includes bricks, concrete, soil and wood

Cumulative effects

The summation of effects that result from changes caused by a development in
conjunction with other past, present or reasonably foreseeable actions
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Deadweight (reference

The outputs which would have occurred whether or not the proposed

case)

development takes place

Demand Driven Ventilation

The use of e.g. CO sensors, to avoid unnecessary ventilation of a space,
2

reducing fan power use and heating/cooling loads.
Demolition waste

Waste originating from the demolition of buildings

Displacement

The proportion of project outputs/outcomes which should be discounted
because the project results in reduced outputs elsewhere in the target area

Disposal rate

The percentage of waste that is collected and disposed rather than being
recycled or recovered

District Heating

Heating systems which distribute steam or hot water to a number of buildings
across a district. Heat can be provided from variety of sources, including
geothermal, CHP plants, waste heat from industry and purpose built heating
plants.

Economic Multiplier

Further economic activity (jobs, expenditure or income) associated with
additional local income, local supplier purchases and longer term development
effects

Energy from waste

A generic phrase that covers a range of technologies which generate energy
(electricity and heat) from waste. Typically waste is incinerated to produce
steam and run a turbine to create electricity.

Energy recovery

Using the energy contained in waste to generate power and heat while
reducing the amount of waste

Generation rates
Geothermal

Green waste
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The amount of waste that is produced over a given period of time

Energy derived from naturally occurring underground heat.
Waste consisting of plant material originating from gardens
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Ground Source Heat
Pump

Hazardous waste

A type of heat pump that uses the natural heat storage ability of the earth
and/or the groundwater to heat and/or cool a building.
Waste that contains significant quantities of hazardous substances (e.g.
materials that are carcinogenic, toxic, corrosive etc)

Heat recovery

The process of capturing heat that normally would be wasted and delivering it
to a device, space or process where it can be used.

Household waste
Hydropower

Waste that originates from homes. Also known as domestic waste

Electricity or mechanical energy produced by the conversion of energy from
falling or moving water.

IES Virtual Environment

A software program that allows detailed modelling of building energy use;
approved for use in Part L calculations.

Indirect Impacts

Impacts on the Environment, which are not a direct result of the development
but are often produced away from it or as a result of a complex pathway.
Sometimes referred to as secondary impacts

Industrial waste

Waste that originates from any building occupied by a factory or industry

Inert Waste

Waste that does not undergo any significant biological, chemical or physical
transformations, and therefore does not give rise to environmental pollution or
harm to human health

Infiltration

The uncontrolled inward leakage of air through cracks and gaps in the building
envelope.

Intelligent Control Systems

Systems that sense and react to the internal environment.

Interbedded Slates

Slates comprising bands of siltstone and mudstone within the Gramscatho
Beds sequence

Intertidal
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Invertebrates

Animals without a backbone, for example worms, crustaceans and snails

Kerbside recycling

The regular collection of waste for recycling in special containers placed on the
kerbside of a property

Land Use

The primary use of the land, including both urban and rural activities

Landfill

A place, location, tract of land, area or premises used for the disposal of solid
waste

Landform

Combinations of slope and elevation that produce the shape and form of the
land

Landscape

Human perception of the land conditioned by knowledge and identity with a
place

Landscape Capacity

The degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is able to
accommodate change without unacceptable adverse effects on its character.
Capacity is likely to vary according to the type and nature of change being
proposed

Landscape Character

The distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occurs consistently in a
particular type of landscape, and how this is perceived by people. It reflects
particular combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and
human settlement. It creates a particular sense of place of different areas of the
landscape

Landscape Character

A landscape type will have broadly similar patterns of geology, landform, soils,

Type

vegetation, land use, settlement and field pattern discernable in maps and field
survey records

Landscape Effects

Change in the elements, characteristic, character and qualities of the
landscape as a result of development. These effects can be positive or
negative

Landscape Feature
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A prominent eye-catching element, for example, wooded hilltop or church spire
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Landscape Quality (or

Is based on judgements about the physical state of the landscape, and about

condition)

its intactness, from visual, functional and ecological perspectives. It also
reflects the state of repair of individual features and elements which make up
the character in any one place

Landscape Sensitivity

The extent to which a landscape can accept change of a particular type and
scale without unacceptable adverse effects on its character

Landscape Value

The relative value or importance attached to a landscape (often as a basis for
designation or recognition), which expresses national or local consensus,
because of its quality, special qualities including perceptual aspects such as
scenic beauty, tranquillity or wildness, cultural associations or other
conservation issues

Leachate

The liquid produced when water percolates through any permeable material. It
can contain both dissolved and/or suspended material

Leaching

The loss of water-soluble organic and inorganic determinants from the soil due
to rainfall percolation through the soils

Leakage

The number or proportion of outputs that benefit those outside of the project’s
target area or group which should be deducted from the gross direct effects.

Listed Building

Under section I of the Planning (listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990 the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sports is required to
compile lists of special architectural or historic interest on advice from English
Heritage. Listed buildings are classified in Grades according to their
importance

Littoral

Of the sea shore

Loafing

Term used in studies of bird behaviour to describe when a bird is neither
feeding, roosting, nesting or mating but is onstead engaged in less active
behaviours and is simply resting and preening etc.

Made Ground

Often formed by using waste materials (e.g. demolition rubble, ash etc.), reworked natural materials to fill in depressions or raise ground levels
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Magnitude

A combination of the scale, extent and duration of an effect

Main Rivers

Main Rivers are usually larger streams and rivers. However, they do include
smaller watercourses of local significance. A Main River is a watercourse
marked as such on a Main River map. Main River Maps are administered by
Defra. The Main River designation also includes any structure or appliance that
controls or regulates the flow of water in, into, or out of, the Main River

Material recycling facility

A recycling operation that sorts materials by type then cleans and compresses
the recyclables before transferring them to re-processors

Metal recycling sites

A recycling operation that sorts out metal material by grading before
compressing, melting and distributing to manufacturers

Methodology

The specific approach and techniques used for a given study

Mitigation

Measures, including any process, activity or design to avoid, reduce, remedy or
compensate for adverse landscape and visual effects of a development project

Municipal solid waste

Residential and commercial waste generated by a particular municipal area
that includes street sweepings. Usually does not include industrial and
hazardous waste

Natural Ventilation

The movement of air into and out of a space through openings, such as
windows and doors due to wind pressure or buoyancy effects.

Neap tides

The period of lowest tidal range. The smallest neap tides occur at intervals of
approximately 14 days

Organic waste

Waste derived from plants and animals, chemically containing carbon and
typically used as a term to describe waste suitable for composting
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Orientation

Orienting the buildings correctly can reduces demand for heating and cooling.
Orienting occupied spaces to the North or South can avoid overheating from
low angle solar gains during summer months.
Orienting buildings to self shelter from prevailing winds reduces infiltration
losses.

Passive Design

Energy efficient design that makes the most of local conditions, using natural
light, shade, air movement etc and avoiding the use of systems that require
mechanical or electrical energy.

Perception (of landscape)

The psychology of seeing and possibly attaching value and/or meaning (to
landscape)

Phytoxicity

Term used to describe the toxic effect of a compound on plant growth. Such
damage may be caused by a wide variety of compounds, including trace
metals, pesticides, or salinity.

Point Source

In the context of air quality, a point source is a single localised source of
pollutants to air. It represents an area with a concentrated output that occupies
a small region

Proximity principle

The proximity principle is that waste should be treated close to its source of
generation to reduce the environmental impact of transporting waste

Quaternary Blown Sands

Sands deposited during the quaternary period by wind action

Ramsar Sites

A Ramsar Site is an area that is on the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International
Importance. The Ramsar convention is an international treaty for the
conservation and sustainable utilisation of wetlands.

Receptors (landscape)

Physical landscape resource, special interest or viewer group that will
experience an effect

Recovery rate

The percentage of useable recycled materials otherwise be destined for
disposal that is collected, reprocessed or remanufactured and reused
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Recycle

To divert useful materials from disposal through reprocessing into new
products that are useful

Recycling rate

The percentage of material collected for recycling that would otherwise be
destined for disposal

Reduction

Avoiding the creation of waste

Renewable Resource

A naturally occurring raw material or form of energy which has the capacity to
replenish itself through ecological cycles and sound management practices.
(the sun, wind, falling water, and trees)

Residual waste

The remainder of waste produced after reducing, re-using, recycling and home
composting

Scheduled Monuments

The Secretary of State can schedule any building, structure or other work
below or above ground which appears to be of national importance due to its
historic, architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest, under the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas

Sense of place (genius

The essential character and spirit of an area: genius loci literally means ‘spirit

loci)

of the place’

Sluicing

The activity of passing water through a sluice. (A sluice is an artificial structure
for conveying water, with a gate (or gates) to regulate the flows)

Solar Hot Water

A system that uses solar radiation to produce heat energy for domestic hot
water.

Solar PV

A system that uses solar energy to induce a direct electrical current.

Spring tides

The period of greatest tidal range. The most extreme spring tides occur at
intervals of approximately 14 days
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Standard Assessment

Government's standard for home energy rating. SAP ratings provide a simple

Procedure

indicator of the efficiency of energy use for space and water heating in new and
existing dwellings. SAP ratings are expressed on a scale of 1 (poor) to 100
(excellent).

Substitution

This is where a firm substitutes one activity for a similar one to take advantage
of public sector assistance.

Subtidal

The zone below the lowest spring tides

Sustainability

The principle that the environment should be protected in such a condition and
to such a degree that ensures new development meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs

Taxa

Similar to species, but includes identifications made at all taxonomic levels (eg
species, genus, family). The number of taxa at a site is the total number of all
different organisms identified, at various levels of identification (eg species,
genus & family)

Thermal Imaging

Images produced by the detection of infrared radiation from heat sources, used
to find areas of heat loss from buildings.

Thermal Mass

Refers to the solid part of a building, such as block or brickwork, in which heat
energy, from the sun or other sources, is absorbed, stored and then gradually
given off.

Tidal Power

Electricity generation achieved by capturing the energy contained in moving
water mass due to tides.

Transfer stations

A place where waste is separated or ‘bulked’ up before being taken for
recovery or disposal

Turbiditic Sandstone

Sandstones formed by the deposition of material at the edge of continental
shelves. Often well sorted in sequence
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Visual Amenity

The value of a particular area of view in terms of what is seen

Visual Effect

Change in the appearance of the landscape as a result of development. This
can be positive (i.e. beneficial or an improvement) or negative (I.e. adverse or a
detraction)

Visual Envelope

Extent of potential visibility to or from a specific area or feature

Viviers

Cages suspended in the water, used to hold live marine organisms such as
crabs and lobsters

Waste hierarchy

A ladder of waste management options that prioritises waste prevention over
disposal

World Heritage Site

Internationally designated sited under the UNESCO Convention for the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage

Zone of Visual Influence

Area within which a proposed development may have an influence or effect on
visual amenity
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