
H.M.S. Plymouth
Visitor attraction and

Falkland's War museum

An OvervielN



H.M.S. Plymouth is a Rothesay class Type 12 anti-submarine frigate,
forerunner to the extremely successful Leander class frigate. Her keel was
laid down in Devonport Dockyard on the 1st July 1958 and she was launched
just over a year later on 20th July 1959.

She has a standard displacement of 2,150 tons and measures 370ft (110m)
in length, 41ft (12m) in beam, with a draught of 17ft (5.3m).

During her lifetime Plymouth served throughout the world, including the Far
East, Australia and the West Indies. She saw action in the Cod Wars
between the United Kingdom and Iceland in the early 1970's and the
Falkland's War in 1982.

The Falkland's War became H.M.S. Plymouth's finest hour when she took part
in every significant action of that short, but brutal conflict; from the
recapturing of South Georgia (the surrender document being signed in her
wardroom), through 'bomb alley', to being the first British warship to re
enter Port Stanley at the cessation of hostilities

Following decommissionlng In 1988, she was purchased from the Ministry of
Defence by The Warship Preservation Trust and put on display successfully to
the public, not only In Plymouth in 1989, where she attracted over 80,000
visitors, but also on the Clyde as part of the Glasgow 1990 celebrations and
latterly in Birkenhead as part of The Historic Warships collection.

Due to the development of the warehouses adjacent to the berth The
Warship Preservation Tt1Jst was forced Into voluntary liqUidation as no
suitable alternative site was available. By default, as they were sitting in
their waters, ownership of the vessels passed to the owners of the berth,
Mersey Docks and Harbour Company. MDHC continue to own and maintain
H.M.S. Plymouth at their expense and are supportive of moves to preserve
her.

During 2006, a Plymouth-based company, Warship Management Ltd was set
up to source the funding to have the ship relocated to Plymouth, Devon. To
accomplish this WML sought sponsors for the move.

At our AGM held on Saturday 7th October 2006, the members of H.M.S.
Plymouth Association voted that 'we' could raise the necessary funds to
enable us to become shareholders with a 20% stake In the proposed·
company. Since this time the fund has grown substantially and now stands
at over 50% of the original company capitalisation figure.

During the last three years, numerous attempts to have H.M.S. Plymouth
relocated to her 'spiritual home' have been undertaken, but due to the lack
of suitable berthing facilities, or exorbitant fees asked by berth owners, these
have all met with ultimate failure.
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Our Vision

H.M.S. Plymouth Association believes they are In a unique position. An
association owning and running their own ship is a completely new concept.
Although fairly commonplace In the United States, this is unheard of in the
United Kingdom and we are certain that, given a favourable berth, H.M.S.
Plymouth will prove to be an extremely popular attraction.

To achieve this, it Is our aim to create a commercially successful visitor
attraction, and by doing so preserve and develop H.M.S. Plymouth as an
important part of our maritime heritage.

The Association is in the process of applying for charitable status to take
advantage of the benefits offered by such status.

We envisage H.M.S. Plymouth as:-

• an educational tool for the public to gain a better understanding of the
South Atlantic Campaign 1982 and the part played by H.M.S. Plymouth

• a memorial to all those who lost their lives In 1982 IV a purpose-built
consecrated chapel Is already hosted on board

• a museum of the ship's history containing displays, photographs and
artefacts, with particular emphasis relating to 1982

• a venue for corporate hospitality, civic meetings and events, weddings,
christenings, exhibitions, naval association AGM's and general hire,
providing a unique and unusual setting

• an aid to recruitment for the Royal Navy
• a learning centre for schools and cadet units
• a machine shop for use by the local community

In time we would plan to develop the quayside In sympathy with the ship,
featuring a visitor centre, themed gallery space, care and restaurant and
marine related outlets, which would only enhance the attraction of the site as
a vibrant and Viable attraction for both visitors and the local community
alike.

H.M.S. Plymouth has proved her worth as a tourist attraction In the past and
with the additional facilities outlined in this project, could become the focus
of a major tourism and maritime heritage centre, significantly boosting the
economy of the area.

This project represents a unique opportunity to save a world-famous
warship; a genuine war veteran bearing the name of a great seafaring city.

We believe this project deserves every success.
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